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While most everyone it UTMI has watohedi from afar the devastation in Haiti, om student, Amy Wilson, a sensor biology mayor, has a first-hand account Wilson 
was in Hai working on her University Scholars project when the massive earthquake struck, (Pfumte Associated ftm) 




Danielle Cavender 

Pacer Writer 

The devastation of the Jan. 
12 earthquake in Haiti seems 
too distant to affect anyone 
from UTM. 

However, Amv Wilson, a 
senior biology major, per son ally 
experienced the tragedy and its 
aftermath while trapped in the 
country. 

mf 

Wilson was in I laiti working 
on her University Scholars 

mf 

project, which researches the 
effectiveness of school-based 
mal ari a edu cati o n p rog r a ms. 
On Jan. 11, she arrived in 
Port-de-Paix, Haiti, intending 
to spend four days educating 
students at the Sonlight 
Academy about malaria. 

mf 

Instead, she awoke from a nap 
on Tuesday, Jan. 12, to her bed 


The tremor lasted about 
one minute, but within five 
minutes, Wilson felt the 
ground shift again; she later 
figured it to be the tremendous 
5.9 aftershock. 

Port-de-Paix, 200 miles 
northwest of Port-au-Prince, 
suffered no damage. Wilson 
didn't think much more 
about the quake until half an 
hour later, when she learned 
through a frantic e-mail from 
her mother about the disaster 
in Port -au-Prince. 

“It was at this point that I 
realized the magnitude of what 
w as going on in I laiti,” Wilson 
said. 

Ihe next day, people were 
anxious to hear from their 
loved ones. Cell phone service 
was out on the entire island, 
and, Wilson said, everyone in 


in an 


violently shaking. 

“I had never been 
earthquake before and was 
incredibly confused,” Wilson 
said. 

A teacher Wilson had 
stayed with recognized the 
p h e n o me no n i m me di ately 

and expressed concern over 
the strength of the shaking. 




Port-de-Paix knows someone 
who lives in Port-au-Prince 
or close to it. By Jan. 14, cell 
phone service had partially 
returned, and people began 
receiving news from friends 
and family, much of it joyous. 

“Some people have just 
shown up from Port-au- 
Prince, completely surprising 
their families. Others have left 
from Port-de-Paix to go find 
their families,” Wilson said. 
“Those who stayed in Port-de- 
Paix without news held tightly 
to their hope.” 

Despite communication, 
rumors about tsunamis had 
people literally running feu 
the hills. On Jan. 15 at 3 
a.m. EST, Wilson had heard 
residents rush from their 
houses screaming. Radio 
broadcasts had advised people 


to stay out of buildings because 
of potential collapse from 
aftershocks. 

However, the warnings had 
been for areas with severe 
structural dam age, which didn’t 
include Port-de-Paix. 

Many victims are seeking 
refuge and medical care from 
undamaged towns, and the 
Port- de - Paix c o m mu n i tv h as 

mf 

reacted considerately. 

mf 

Wilson went to two hospitals 
that had taken in many patients 
from Port-au-Prince and then 
visited an orphanage housing 
children from the orphanages 
that had collapsed. 

A memorial service was held 
at Sonlight Academy to help 
survivors grieve. Wilson spoke 

see Haiti page 4 


Dr. King 
remembered 
with speech, 
march 


On Jan. 20, UTMi honored Dr. 
Marin Luthier King Jr. with a 
re-enactment of his “I have a 


dream" speech (pictured far 
right) as- well as wil t a march 
to honor those held during 
the civil rights movement 
(pictured right), (faoer Ptecs/ 
Inp Jordan) 


see More photos 
and story 
on Dr. King 
remembrance 
page 3 
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Tomorrow, 50 percent chance of 
showers with a high of 40. Friday, 
50 percent chance of a light 
wintry mix with a high of 30. 
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State 
education 
reform 
could affect 
campus 


Sarah Rowland 

Staff Writer 

Education reform is coming 
to Tennessee and the new 
legislation could affect UTM. 

Gov. Phil Bredesen’s plans 
for education reform will 
strive to increase college 
graduation rates, move 
re me dial a nd dcvel op me ntal 
course work from four-year 

mf 

college institutions to two- 
year institutions and create 

mf 

transfer agreements between 
schools throughout the state, 
according to the Chattanooga 
Times Free Press. 

Bredesen is working with the 
Te nnessee General Assembly 

mf 

to pass his plan for higher 
education, the Complete 
College Tennessee Act. 

Mary Lee Hall, the dean of 
ITEM'S College of Education 
and Behavioral Sciences, 
said UTM would respond 
to the new legislation by 
creating more emphasis on the 
retention of students as well as 
assistance for first-generation 
college students to get them 
to graduation. She said these 
changes would expand on the 
work already being done by 
the Student Success Center. 

UTMs current graduation 
rate is 48.9 percent for students 
beginning and ending at UTM 
within six years. UTM has the 
second highest graduation rate 
In the state, according to the 
Chancellors office. 

"Its a great thing to be able 
to say that we have the second 

mf 

highest graduation rate in the 
state/ ? Hall said. 

Hall said she believes 
UTMs success in this area 
comes from faculty who care 

j 

about and advise students, 
small classes where students 
get to know their teachers 
and UTMs focus of having 
more professors teaching than 
assistants or graduate students. 

“What were doing, we’re 
doing it right,” Hall said. 

Apart from providing 
general education reform 
in Tennessee’s schools, the 
Complete College Tennessee 
Act will also make Tennessee 
more eligible for grant money 
from the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Race to the 
Top competition. Race to 
the Top is a $4 billion grant 
program, according to the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
President Obama plans to 
expand the program in his 
2011 budget by SI.35 billion, 
according to a White House 
press release on Jan. 19,2010. 

Hall said money awarded 
to Tennessee through Race to 
the Top will go to the state 
Department of Education 
and from there the money 
will be allocated to schools by 
contract. 

If UTM receives any money 

mf mf 

through the Race to the Top 
competition, Hall said the 
focus for the money will be 

see Reform page 4 
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Editorial: 
Again, we say, 
‘Stay safe’ 

Here we go again. 

In the Jan. 27* 2009* edition 
of The Pacer y we ran an edito¬ 
rial expressing our belief that 
“safety should be uppermost 
in the minds of UTM admin¬ 
istrators and students alike” 
when faced with a forecast of 
a possible ice storm warning. 
In other words* we believe that 
staying safe is more important 
than going to class in bad con¬ 
ditions. 

We lb according to what 
we Ye hearing on radio and TV* 
and reading on weather.com* 
we face the possibility of sleet* 
freezing rain and/or snow on 
Thursday or Friday. 

mf 

Last year* we cautioned our 
readers to use common sense 
in the event of slick roads and 
sidewalks: DonY drive if you 

mf 

dont have to* dress warmly* 
and wear appropriate shoes for 
walking on slushy sidewalks. 

Last year* we posted how 
UTM determines whether the 
weather is severe enough to 
shut down the campus. 

Here it is again: First* some¬ 
one checks the roads and cam¬ 
pus sidewalks about 3 a.m. If 
conditions are bad enough to 
warrant a closure of the uni¬ 
versity then University Rela- 
tions Director Bud Grimes 
will be notified by 5 a.m. The 

mf 

closure will first be posted to 
the UTM home page (www. 
utm.edu); called in to the local 
radio station* WCMT 101.3 
FM; and then called in to 
every available regional news 
outlet. The Pacer will also post 
closures and other weather- 
related news on our Web site. 

Last year, the worst of the 

mf * 

weather occurred after the 3 
a.m. and 5 a.m. road checks/ 
deadlines* so campus didnt 
close and we had a lot of angry 
students. 

This year* please use your best 
judgment. No class is worth 
you getting hurt or killed. 

So* again* stay safe. 



Spencer Taylor 
Managing Editor 


While Superbowl XLIV is 
still two long* football-free 
weeks away* I believe there is 
never a bad time to look ahead 
to the next season of NFL 
action and to call things as I 
hope to see them. 

Some may ask how* as the 
Life editor* I deem myself 

* mf 

worthy to offer commentary 

mf mf 

on Americas greatest game. 

Honestly* I can offer no 
better reason than my Fantasy 

mf mf 

Football championships and 
the fact I made fifteen bucks 
off this past weekend's playoff 
games (thanks Richard and 


Erica Miller 

Guest Collumnist 

Ever ask someone what 
kind of music they like* only 
to get the vague reply* “Oh* I 
like everything.” After hearing 
this* I always feel cheated* but 
curious. 

For less of a generalized 
answer* I narrow the question 
further by asking* “What’s in 
your CD player right now? 
You would be surprised at the 
number of people who cannot 
remember, or say that they just 
listen to whatever is on the 
radio. 

I do not know everything 
about music (or anything else 
for that matter)* but I do know 
what kind of music is getting 


Mike). Oh yeah* and my 
diehard following of the sport 
that my family and friends will 
tell you borders on obsession. 

mf 

So at least humor me* and 
give me the chance to show 
up our very talented Sports 
editors as I channel my inner 

mf 

Peter King. Its a long two 

weeks before the big game* and 
its even longer before Kickoff 
2010 . 

Brett Favre will officially 
retire. Although it is 
inevitable people will question 
liis true intent* especially 
around August* I think he is 
finally done for good. After 
taking the hits he took in the 
NFC championship game* I 
think No. 4 will be content to 
watch football from the safety 
of Hattiesburg. Perhaps its 
time to change it to the No 
Fun League* but the game is 
losing its greatest* regardless of 


me through the day. The 
realization that many people 
are not influenced by music at 

mf 

all astounds me. 

This is not the first time I 
have been floored by a general 
lack of appreciation for music. 
About four years ago I was 
working as a waitress at a local 
res tau ran t. Th e ma nage me nt 
was playing a classic rock radio 
station over the speakers for 
the Friday night dinner rush. 

A booth of two people waved 
me over and asked if I would 
turn the radio down* or ofE I 
asked if they did not like the 
station* to which they replied* 
“No* I just really dont care for 
music.” I could not believe my 

mf 

ears. 

Luckily* the management 


whether you like Peyton more 

mf mf 

than Brett. 

Michael Vick will start 
somewhere. Love him or 
hate him* Vick will start in 
2010, IVe argued vehemently 
with people over his ability 
and moral stability to start as 

mf 

a QB, but Philadelphia has 
three big-name quarterbacks 
on the roster* and one of them 
(or more?) is going to leave. 
Vick might not be the greatest 
QB to ever play the game* but 
he showed flashes of brilliance 
during his tenure with the 
Eagl es. PR be damned* if a 
team believes Vick can get 
them W’s during the season* 
he’ll start in 2010. 

Detroit will sniff .500. 
While projecting them to 
have a winning season is a bit 
of a stretch* I think the Lions 
are one good draft away from 
going 8-8. Its a weird concept* 


was not swayed by the anti- 
music enthusiasts and left the 
music station where it was. 

Can it be that there are 
people who get through the 
day just fine without any type 
of music? That’s like a parallel 
universe! 

Another experience was 
more disheartening. I currently 
work at a local gas station 
and have to card anyone 
purchasing alcohol. One night* 
a gentleman buying a six-pack 
had a birthday in July. Goofing 
oft with him* I started singing 
the beginning lines to “Boys of 
Summer” by Don Henley. He 

J mf 

was non responsive* and just 
stared at me. I asked if he had 
ever heard of Don I Ienley* and 
he said* “No.” So I asked if he 


but the Lions could be a semi- 
decent team. 

The Texans will go to the 
playoffs. I made a fool of 
myself this season by calling 
the 2009 Texans the 2008 
Cardinals* but with Andre 
Johnson and an improving 
defense* you cant keep the 
Texans down for long. I expect 
them to make a compelling 
pitch for the postseason by 
Week 1. 

The Raiders will stink. 
Again. With Jamarcus Russell 
and A1 Davis still in Oakland* 
this team just won’t be good. 
(Of all my predictions* you 
have to admit this is the safest). 

I just have a hard time 
envisioning Sam Bradford 
succeeding in the NFL in 
2010. Say all you want about 
his ability* but I say this: If you 
can t stay healthy in college* you 
won’t stay healthy in the NFL. 


had ever heard of the Eagles* 
and he said* “No* never have.” 
I asked if he was kidding* and 
he said that he was nev er much 

into music. 

I didn’t think you had to be 
“into music” to know who the 
Eagles are. Then again* many 
of the younger employees I 
work with did not know who 
Don Henley was* either. One 

mf f 

coworker said that it just isn’t 
important to her. 

Reflecting* I wonder if it is 
an environmental issue. Maybe 

mf 

people who do not grow up 
with music in the house find 
music annoying or unnecessary. 

Perhaps it is all the stigmatic 
connotations people have with 
certain genres of music, (i.e.* 
the whole “sex* drugs* and rock 


p acer_ opini o ns@u t utm. e du 
ntmpacer.com letter to theedi tor 


This could totally backfire on 
me when you look at athletes 

mf 

like Adrian Peterson* but I 
definitely dont think Bradford 

mf 

is worth a first rounder. And 
with that... 

I think Washington 
may have its best QB already. 
Strong favorites (by Mel Kiper 
at least) to look at Bradford* 
the Redskins might be better 
oft with the underrated Jason 
Campbell or* even* Colt 
Brennan. While Brennan fell 
hard on the national stage 
when he played Georgia years 
ago* he has a reckless abandon 
that could give the franchise 
the swagger it desperately 
needs. 

The Bears will win the 
Superbowl. And Jay Cutler 
will win MVP. And Brian 
Urlacher and Nathan Vasher 
will revert to Pro-Bowl form. 
I ley* a guy can dream. 


if roll” thing). I know it must 
be different In each individual 
case. 

Above all* it is my hope that 
some people do not care for 
music because they do not 

J 

hear enough of it. Maybe they 
don’t realize the endless access 
they have to music. With 

mf 

i Tunes* e-music* Amazon and 
countless others* the Internet 
allows you to preview and 
download music more quickly 
than ever before. Music has 
never been more accessible. 

So* if you think you do not 

' mf mf 

like music* searching for a new 
genre eft music might change 
vour life. 

mf 

And the next time I ask you 
what kind of music you like* 

mf * 

humor me. 


Everything’ is not a musical genre 


views from 

The 

Office 


If you could 
pick an animal 
to replace the 
groundhog in 

Groundhog Day, 
what would it be? 



"... That’s a dumb question.” 



Justin Hum' 
Viewpoints Editor 


“Weasel... because they always trick 
you like the weatherman does.” 



Randy Gavin 
News Editor 


“SLOTH! Because they 

know how to party. ” 



Spencer Taylor 
Life Editor 


raag UTM for 81 years 
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Editorial Policy 

Opinions expressed in personal 
columns are those of the writers 
and may not reflect the opinions 
of the staff as a whole. Editorials 
are written by members of the 
Editorial Board* with contribu¬ 
tions from other students, cam¬ 
pus administrators or community 
members on an as-issue basis. 

Submission Guidelines 

Story ideas or news tips may 
be e-mailed to pacer@utm.edu 
or presented at our weekly staff 
meetings* held at 5 p.m. every 
Tuesday during the semester. 

The Pacer welcomes comments* 


criticisms or ideas that its leader¬ 
ship may have. We encourage you 
to send a Letter to the Editor 
through e-mail at pacer@utm.edu 
or via our Web site at http://www. 
utmpac er.com/lettertotheeditor/. 
Letters to the Editor should be 
no longer than 250 words. Letters 
must contain the name* major and 
hometown of the author* as well as 
contact information. Submissions 
may be edited for grammar* spell¬ 
ing and brevity. 

Statement of Publication 

This newspaper is printed 
every Tuesday during the semes¬ 
ter. Our press run ranges from 


2*000 to 5*000 copies depending 
on the edition. The University 
of Tennessee at Martin earmarks 
$3.60 per enrolled student to pay 
for staff salaries and overhead 
costs of running our office. The 
cost of printing the newspaper is 
covered by advertising revenue. 
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UTM students, faculty, 
and people of all ages 
and races celebrated 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday and legacy 
Wednesday night, 
Jan. 23, with a march, 
speeches and a film. Dr. 
Mike McCullough and Dr. 
Art Hunt of the Institute 
for Civic Engagement 
led marchers from Oak 
Grove Baptist Church 
to Watkins Auditorium. 
Mother Nature was kind 
to the marchers as heavy 
rains were forecast, 
but the rain stayed away 
for the duration of the 

march. 



U.S. suspends aid to Kenya’s education ministry 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) 
— The U.S. has suspended a 
five-year plan to fund Kenya s 
education programs following 
allegations that more than SI 
million in funds went missing 
at the Education Ministry, its 
ambassador said Tuesday. 

mf 

The U.S. made the decision 
based on claims late last year 

J 

that Education Ministry 

mf 

officials misappropriated 100 
million shillings (S1.3 million) 
of Kenyan government and 
donor funds to finance the 
country's much-lauded free 
primary school education 
program, U.S. Ambassador 
Michael Ranneberger told 
a luncheon of the American 


Chamber of Commerce in 
Kenya. 

“Those culpable for the fraud 
should not merely be sacked; 
they should be prosecuted and 
put behind bars/ Ranneberger 
said. 

The U.S. funding was to cost 
$7 million and begin this year, 
the ambassador said. 

Kenya’s Finance Ministry 

mf mf 

audited the program late last 
year and found the funds 
missing. Britain announced in 
December it was suspending 
its funding of the program. 

Bri tains funding totaled 
55 million sterling pounds 
(S88.8 million) over a five- 
year period, beginning in 2005. 
The December suspension saw 


the last tranche of funding, 10 
million sterling pounds ($16.1 
million), withheld. 

When Kenya started the 

mf 

program in 2003, it earned 
praise across the world because 
more than 1 million children 
who had never been to school 
enrolled. 

In his Tuesday speech, 
Ranneberger once again 
called on Kenya to speed up 
wide-ranging reforms deemed 
necessary to avoid a repeat 
of violence that followed the 
December 2007 controversial 
presidential poll. 

More than 1,000 people 
were killed and hundreds of 
thousands displaced from their 
homes during that violence. It 


ended when President Mwai 
Kibaki and Prime Minister 
Raila Odinga signed a power 
sharing deal. The two leaders 
also agreed to see through 
changes in the constitution, 
police and land ownership as 
part of a reform package to 
address the country s crushing 
poverty and other inequalities 
believed to have fueled the 
bloodshed. 

“Failure to implement 
significant reforms will 
greatly enhance prospects for 
violent crisis in 2012 or before 
(when the next elections are 
scheduled), which might 
well prove worse than the 
last post-election violence,” 
Ranneberger said. 



Adrian Ward, a theater major at UTM, gives a “brilliant and 
profound” re-enactment of the "I Have a Dream” speech Jan. 20 
at the UG Plaza. (Pacer Photo/Tonya Jordan] 


1 Have a Dream’ re-enactment 
inspires those attending 


Tara Bea 

Pacer Writer 

On Jan. 15, 1929, a leader 
was born. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the son of a preacher 
from Atlanta, knew his destiny 
from an early age. Hope, 
justice, peace and equality are 
just a few of the values that 
Dr. King fought so hard to 
instill in people of all colors 
and nationalities. 

In 1964, he was the youngest 
person to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his work in 
the civil rights movement. In 
his “I Have a Dream” speech, 
King moved the hearts, minds, 
and souls of the 250,000 in 
attendance. The passion and 
sincerity of that historic day on 
Aug. 28, 1963, is 
what professor of 
communications, 

Dr. Art Hunt, 
wanted to 

re-create for 
UTM students. 

“I wanted to 
do something 
to capture the 
ambiance and 
vision of Dr. 

King and a 
re-enactment of 
his most famous 
speech seemed to 
be the best wav 

mf 

to achieve that,” 

Hunt said. 

He selected 
Adrian Ward, a theater major 
at UTM, to play the powerful 
role of Dr. King. When asked 
how he prepared for his part, 
Ward said, “I sat and watched 
footage of his speech over and 
over. I felt his energy and really 
started to understand what 
King stood for.” 

The re - c n act me nt was held 
on the steps of the UC Plaza. 
Students ot many different 


races stopped to hear and pay 
their respects to the memory 
of Dr. King. 

One student, Anna Beasley, 
almost couldn't believe the 
resemblance of Ward to Dr. 
King. “I had to stop and do 
a double take,” she said. “Ilis 
portrayal was so brilliant and 
profound. It was as if we were 
transported back in time and 
Dr. King himself was standing 
there!” 

Now, 47 years later, Kings 
message is still remembered, 
but has his dream been realized? 
Did Dr. Kings hard work and 
endurance throughout trying 
times open the eyes and minds 
of the generations of today? 

Julian Bond, national 
chairman of the NAACP, said 
that although great progress 

has been 
made over the 
past 50 years, 
society as a 
whole still has 
a long way to 
go. Dr. Hunt 
readily agrees 
with this 
belief. “Many 
things King 
envisioned 
have been 
accomplished 
but we will 
never be 
completely 
of all 

social hatred 
and negativity. 
That’s why this speech was so 

important.” 

Today, people still struggle 
for a better way of life. Dr. 
King’s heroic leadership is 
why his legacy of hope and 
inspiration will forever live. 

It is up to us to put his 
message in the forefront of 
our minds and live up to its 
promise. 


T sat and watched 
footage of his speech 
over and over. I felt 
his energy and really 
started to understand 
what King stood far. ” 
Adrian Ward 
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Haiti 

From Cover 


admiringly of seniors from 
the school who had worked 
to collect donations for the 
refugees. 

"Its definitely inspiring to 
see kids who already have 
little pull together to help 
those with nothing,” Wilson 
said. 

Originally, Wilson would 
have flown back to the United 
States on Jan. 16, but several 
factors prevented her from 
leaving Haiti. 

First, because of the large 
volume of planes coming in 
with aid workers and supplies, 
the single runway at the 
international airport in Port- 
au-Prince has been closed to 
all other flights. Also, the 
road to Port-au-Prince and 
the city itsell is not the safest 
place to travel at the time. 

"One of the biggest 
disasters that came out of the 
earthquake was the collapse 
of the prison,” Wilson said. 
“There are now a lot of 
criminals on the loose and 
normal people who are trying 
to survive. 

“A girl who survived the 
earthquake in Port-au-Prince 
spoke at the memorial service 
and described some of the 
terrible tilings she had seen 
people do out of desperation 
for money and food.” 

Wilson eventually caught 
a flight to Santo Domingo 
in the Dominican Republic 


with a local missionary's 
supply plane. She then safely 
returned home on Jan. 20. 

Wilson said she hopes that 
once media coverage stops, 
people will still remember the 
country'. 

"I hate that it took a disaster 
of this level to get the world 
to sit up and take notice of 
the problems in this country,” 
Wilson said. 

Haiti is the poorest country 
in the Western Hemisphere, 
according to the CIA, and is 
considered a high-risk area 
for malaria infection by the 
Centers for Disease Control. 

"I think there is a lot of 
potential for new life and a 
fresh start to come out of this 
as long as people who have 
pledged to help don't forget 
that promise,” Wilson said. 

If you would l ike to donate 
money to Haiti, some 
charities recommended 

by Wilson are the IDES 
(International Disaster 

Emergency Services, www. 
ides.org), which is giving 100 
percent of all donations, and 
the Hands and Feet Project 
(www. hands &feet project, 
org), a ministry with two 
orphanages in Haiti. 

The Sonlight Academy is 
also accepting donations lor 
victims. Donations can be 
mailed to Sonlight Ministries, 
P.O. Box 8031, Evansville, IN 
47716. 



A man searches through the rubble looking for survivors in the wake of the Haiti earthquake. (Photo courtesy Assooiated Press) 


Reform 

From Cover 


SGA: A look toward past, present 


in providing quality teachers, 
professional development for 
teachers and strengthening 
math and science areas. 

“I think UTM has a 
positive contact with the state 
department that we would be 
seen as a university able to 
handle some of the work to 
be done,” Hall said. 

Bredesen is also working 
on a similar plan for K-12 
education, Tennessee First to 
the Top Act. Chancellor Tom 
Rakes said he believes that the 


legislation in the K-12 sector 
will create huge benefits for 

UTM. 

“We also benefit because 
change in K-12 will have a 
residual effect on people we 
graduate,” Rakes said. 

Fie said the new legislation 
will create a demand for 
more teachers in science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math areas as well as 
create an increase in the job 
market. 


Regina Emery 

Asst. Life Editor 

SGA won't be conducting its 
first meeting of the semester 
until Thursday, so here is a re- 
cap of what's happened and a 
preview of what is to come. 

Perhaps one of the biggest 
changes students have 
noticed this semester is the 
lack of plastic trays in the 
cafeteria. While some see it 
as progress toward a greener 
tomorrow, many are seeing 
it as a nuisance. And while 
SGA did not officially have 
any authority in the decision, 
senators did vote last fall to 
support Sodexo's decision. 

Secretary General 

Mary Unger and campus 
Observation Committee 

Chair Sammie Linton are two 
who were very eager to see the 
step toward sustainability. 

“I feel that last semester was 


greatly successful on our part,” 
Linton said. 

“Sodexo has now gone 
trayless,and we feel that it was 
indeed a smart move for the 
betterment of our campus and 
for saving our students money 
with dishwashing costs and 
food waste,” he added. 

Also a pressing matter last 
semester was the issue of 
campus lighting. Stemming 
from the summer's off- 
campus assaults, UTM's 
concern with safety reached 
a high point that has perhaps 
never been seen before. SGA 
did its best to respond to the 
students'fears. 

“Our members brought 
great issues to the table, i.e. 
campus lighting and new 
safety poles. I am happy to 
report that UTM now has 
additional safety poles located 
at populated areas of the 
campus,” Linton said. 


“We all look forward to 
another exciting semester and 
have many great ideas coming 
your way that will make 
everyday UTM life so much 
better,” he added. 

Another piece of legislation 
that SGA passed last semester 
is sure to make future 
changes and renovations in 
the University Center much 
easier for students to adapt 
to. As a result of SGA efforts, 
administrators involved in UC 
relocating and rearranging 
will inform the students via 
SGA, The Pacer and WUTM. 

As far as plans for Freshman 
Council, President Calvin 
Jones already has a few 
objectives. 

“Each year Freshman 
Council is required to create 
an Academic Handbook for 
inco ming fres hrnen. O ur 
chairwoman, Jessica Watts, 
and I have discussed other 


ways of doing this because 
this handbook has not been 
completed for at least four 
years,” Jones said. 

“Whether this requires 
legislation to remove this 
from the constitution or 
legislation on amending it, 
something needs to be done,” 
Jones added. 

For the final semester of 
his 2009-2010 term, SGA 
President Philip Masengill 
has big plans. 

“We w 1 11 be working on 
pursuing academic advising, 
expanding recycling in 
conjunction with Student 
Affairs,internal modifications, 
campus security, and 
technology issues, to name a 
few. 

11 But more issues will surely 
come up as the semester 
continues,” Masengill said. 


:T Got something to say?:-( 

<www.utmpacer.com> 

:-) Submit a letter to the editor:-) 




find us onlin 


facebook 


WUTM RADIO 


Search ‘WUTM’ 


Wea kley Wo r d 


0 
c 


Look out for 
iirew music this weeld 
from Lady Antebellum,] 


Cascada, and Kris Allen 
as well a$ some 
old favorites new 
to the Hawk! 



miilfl 





Weakley Word is a public 
affairs show that talks to 
people on and around 
campus about important 
events and things that 
benefit UTM. Weakley Word 
is hosted by Benita Evans 
and airs every Tuesday and 
Wednesday at 10:30 am. 




the news you need 

now at your fingertips 

»»»»»>Register now at 

www.utmpacer.com 



OVC battle - UT Martin 
men’s basketball against 
arch-rival Murray State 
Tipoff 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30 
Kathleen and Tom Elam Center 
Women’s hoops vs. Murray 

set for 4 p.m. 
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Moody Avenue 


Moody Avenue 


1-15-10 at 3:31 p.m. University Village U F” 
Unit. Report of a subject who was having an 
adverse reaction to some medication. Officers 
and EMS responded and the subject was 
transported to the hospital. 

Fire Call 1-16-10 at 8:31 a.m. Library. 

Report that a s mo Ice alarm was sounding. 
Officers and MFD responded and it was 
determined to be caused by a mechanical 
problem. 


1-19-10 at 12:18 p.m. University Street. 
Subject issued a citation lor a crosswalk 
violation. (City Court) 


1-21-10 at 4:29 p.m. University Courts 
“A" Unit, Report of damaged property by 
a vehicle driving in the wet grass. The 
subject was identified and situation was 
referred to the Housing Department. 

1-21-10 at 5:41 p.m. Ellington Hall. 
Report of a subject being harassed by 
an ex-boyfriend. The suspect will be 
banned from campus. 


rire L.aii. 1-zU-lU at 1 :hz a.m. hooper 
Hah. Report that a smoke alarm was 
sounding. Officers and MFD responded 
and it was determined to be caused by a 
mechanical problem. 

1-20-10 at 2:22 p.m. University Street. 
Subject issued a citation for speeding 
(City r Court) and no proof of insurance 
(General Sessions Court). 

1-20-10 at 3:28 p.m. University Center. 
Report the smoke alarm was sounding. 
Officers and MFD responded to the 
kitchen area and determined it was 
caused by burned food. 

1-21-10 at 2:29 a,m. University Village 
Ll B” Unit. Assisting MPD with the 
return of some personal property" in the 
possession of another subject. 

1-21-10 at 2:21 p.m. Hurt Street. 

Subject issued a citation for an expired 
Ecense plate and a seat belt violation 
(City Court). 


lure V. alL 1-zZ-lu at a: 14 a.m. hooper 
Hall. Report that a smoke alarm was 
sounding. Officers and MFD responded 
and it was determined to be a false alarm 


1-1 /-iu at a.m. Drowning Circle. 

Officers detected an odor of burned marijuana 
during a vehicle stop. A consent search of the 
vehicle was conducted and no contraband was 
discovered. 

1-17-10 at 9:45 a.m. University Village 
11 G”Unit. Assisting MPD with locating a 
subject who was a witness to an incident that 
occurred off campus. 

1-17-10 at 12:40 p.m. University Village 
“E” Unit, Subject reported loss of personal 
property. Report on file. 

1-18-10 at 11:48 a.m. Lot 12 (Humanities 
Lot). Report of a vehicle window broken 
out. Based upon the investigation, it is not 
believed to be the result of any criminal 
activity, 

1-19-10 at 2:36 a.m. Cooper Hall. Report 
of a subject who had passed out in the 
lobby. Officers and EMS responded and 
the subject was transported to the hospital. 


Safe driving tips for snow 


Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room 
to stop. You should at least allow three times more space 
between you and the car in front of you. 

Brake gently to avoid skidding. If your wheels start to 
lock up, then ease off the brake. 

Keep your headlights and your windshield clean. (It s 
believed a woman lost her life last week in Obion 
County because of limited visibility from ice covering 
her windshield) 

Use low gears to keep traction, especially on hills. 

Be especially careful on bridges and overpasses, which 
will freeze first. 

If you dent need to drive, then try to avoid it. 

Plan ahead, plan on your commute taking longer, take 
your time and drive slowly. 


1-21-10 at 3:10 p.m. Mt. Pelia Road. 
Traffic accident involving two vehicles. 
One driver issued a citation for no proof 
of insurance (General Sessions Court). 


Roundtable Discussion 


Midnight Basketball 


Rec Center Opens 


A roundtable discussion will be 
held from 12:15 to 12:50 p.m. 
Wednesday in 209 Humanities 
on Margaret Earley Whitt s 
“Short Stories of the Civil Rights 
Movement. 1 "The Hortense Parrish 
Writing Center and the Civil 
Rights Conference Book Club tire 
sponsoring the discussion. 


llie SAC presents Campus 
Crossfire at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
in the UC Legislative Chamber. 
The topic for debate is President 
Obamas first year in office. 


The Campus Recreation Midnight 
BaskebaU Association returns for 
2010 from 10 p.m. Friday, Jan 29, 
till 1 a.m, Saturday,Jan 30, at the 
Student Recreation Center 


The Student Rereation Center will 
open to faculty and staff Monday, 

Feb. 1. 


Life Line Blood Drive 


SAC Comedy Series 


Skyhawks Mens Basketball 


The first Lifeline Blood Drive of 
the semester will take place Feb. 
3-4 at the University Center, 10 

a.m,-4 n.m. 


The SAC Comedy Series presents 
Torn DeLuca, hypnotist, from 
9:30 -11 p.m. Thursday at Watkins 
Auditorium. 


The Skyhawks mens team will 
take on Murrary State at 1 p.m. 
Saturday in the Elam Center. 

The game will be televised live on 

ESPNU. 


Campus Bulletin Board submissions may be 
e-mailed to pacer_news@ut.utm.edu. 


__ 
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Trevor Smith 

Asst. Sports Editor 

If you re looking to liven up 
your lunch hour. Vanguard 
Theatre and Alpha Psi 
Omega might just have an 
ideal solution for you next 
month. 

They will continually offer 
up slices of “lunch box theatre” 
- short performances that will 
consist of episodic segments 
eventually comprising the 
play “Almost, Maine.” Each 
performance will consist 
of two to three scenes and 
will offer a different sort of 
presentation than usual from 
Vanguard productions. 

“This kind of thing came 
about from us trying to think 
outside the box, and so we 
thought, 'Why not try a lunch 
box idea?'” said Doug Cook, 
chair of the Department of 
Visual and Theatre Arts. 

The idea of having a 
performance of this nature 


appealed to Vanguard and 
Alpha Psi Omega because of 
its light and unofficial feel. 

“Its not formal, it s not in 
the dark like a typical play. 
It's just casual. We wanted to 
open it up to the students and 
the community at large,” said 
Cook. 

"We wanted something 
completely different. 

Different place, different 
time, everything.” 

"Wed love it if some 
students came out just to 
enjoy some theatre.” 

"Almost, Maine” is the story 
of the mythical small town 
of - you guessed it - Almost, 
Maine. The story, taking 
place on a single starry and 
cold night, centers around 
the towns citizens, who find 
themselves falling in and out 
of love in hilarious and often 
unexpected ways. T 
he play has garnered respect 
and praise throughout its run, 
beginning when it opened off- 


Broadway in 2005. The Wall 
Street Journal named it one of 
the best regional productions 
of the 2004-2005 season. 

Of course, the production 
here will feature students 
as actors and directors, and 
Vanguard and the Alpha Psi 
Omega society hope that 
will encourage students to 
come out and show support 
for them in their second 
production, following "The 
Spoon River Anthology,” 
since renovations began on 
the Fine Arts building last 
year. 

They have no plans to slow 
down, either, with the play 
“The Curious Savage” by John 
Patrick coming in April of 
this year. 

Lunch Box Theatre will 
begin on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 
and will continue in weekly 
segments on the Feb. 10, 17, 
and 24. Performances will 
begin at noon and last about 
one hour. 


They will be held in 216 
Gooch Hall, and they are 
absolutely free to attend. 
The first 40 people to attend 
the Feb. 3 performance will 
receive a free sack lunch. 

Its obvious that a lack of 
proper performance space 
wont deter these students 
from attempting to put on 
a good show, but does 216 
Gooch have the space to 
accommodate a production 
if it generates enough buzz 
among the student body? 

“Maybe,” Cook said with 
a laugh, "we should be 
performing in the cafeteria 
instead.” 

So if youVe found yourself 
with a too-quiet lunch hour 
during the first few weeks of 
the semester or you're just 
looking for a way to show 
off your extensive collectible 
lunch box collection, stop 
inside Lunch Box Theatre 
next month. 

Bon appetit. 


Memphis-based ‘Beauregard’ takes fusion 
to next level with debut self-titled EP 



Joshua Lemons 

Ex ec u five E di to r 

In music, you hear the term 
“fusion” thrown around way too 
much. But for the Memphis- 
based band Beauregard, this 
term could not be more spot- 
on to describe their sound. 

A mix of three former 
Memphis groups, Granola 
Shrapnel, Mojo Possum and 
Lightajo, their sound blends 
traditional Southern rock with 
a splash of folk and the ever 
present Memphis blues. 

The band just released their 
self-titled EP this past spring 
and it is already starting to 
generate buzz all around the 
South. 

The first single of the EP, 
titled “The Trick Is,” feels 
heavily influenced by the early 

mf J J 

Southern rock acts of the ’ 90s 
such as The Black Crowes. 


The rhythm guitars and the 
drums truly complement each 
other to back the soft and 
somewhat smoky vocals from 
lead vocalist Ben Church. 
The lead guitar rifts are laced 
throughout the track, truly 
filling the song and giving it 
a sense of balance. 

“Meet Me in Memphis” is 
an upbeat tune that almost 
has a pop style appeal to it. It 
is a fun song and the hook is 
catchy and easily stuck in your 

mf mf mf 

head. Of the five songs on 
the EP, this song with its big 
drums, heavy crescendos and 
pop style vocals is the most 
radio friendly of all the songs, 
in my opinion. 

The next track, “Let It Go,” 
has a much stronger blues 
influence than the previous 
tracks. I Ieavier guitar rifts with 
raspy vocals in the beginning 
lend itself to this vibe; however, 


a shift occurs when the keys 
come in midway through the 
tune. In some respects, the song 
doesn’t know what direction 
that it s taking, but it also has 
the feel that it is OK with that. 

Sometimes it is refreshing to 
just let a song go in whatever 
direction it wants, and “Let It 


Go” certainly has that feeling. 

For more information on 
the band, you can check 
out their Web site at www. 
beauregardmusic.com or 
check them out live at the 
Hard Rock Cafe in Nashville 
on Feb. 13. 



High school art day was held last week in the Student Life Center. Art from high school students in the area was displayed 
on Tuesday while College Art capped off the event on Friday. (Pacer Photo/Rex Stoker) 


Book review: ‘Pillars’ 
makes for compelling 
historical prose 


Trevor Smith 

Asst. Sports Writer 

I'm the type of person 
who will read just about any 
novel that is suggested to me, 
regardless of author or genre. 
I’ve read quite a few of them, 
so naturally I have a stout 
opinion of what makes a novel 
compelling. Plainly put, Fm 
hard to please and rarely fall 
in love with a book these days. 

mf 

That being said, I fell in love 
with The Pillars of the Earth 
by Ken Follet. 

mf 

Pillars is a historical novel 
taking place in twelfth century 
England in the fictional town 
of Kings bridge between the 
sinking of the White Ship and 
the murder of Thomas Beckett. 
The plot centers around 
the Kingsbridge priory, the 
building of a cathedral there, 
and the fortunes of the town 
itself against the backdrop of 
actual historical events. 

Follet is precise, eloquent, 
and affecting in his prose. Fie 
waxes passionately about the 
subtle intricacies of building, 
and it s impressive to note his 
knowledge on the subject and 
his ability to keep the reader 
informed while never going 
over their head. 

His description of the 
English countryside is likewise 
as effective, but for the reason 
that lie chooses never to dwell 
too much on the way a rock 

mf 

looks after it's just been taken 
from the quarry or how the 
creeks mumble as they pass 
over rocks in the streambed. 
Sure, those things are there, 
but he isn’t beating them over 
our heads like some writers 
choose to do. 

Even more impressive than 
his deft use of adjectives and 
adverbs for Scenery is his 

mf 

ability to create characters that 

mf 

are completely grounded in 
this scene of England during 
The Anarchy. 

mf 

His main protagonist, 
Philip, is a religious monk with 


whom you can feel sympathy 
for, but almost immediately 
after sense his strength of will 
and sharpness of mind. Philip s 
humility, grace, and sense of 
duty to God could only come 

mf J 

from a writer who’s been 
raised in the church, right? 
Wrong. I was most impressed 
with how Follet was able to 
develop characters whose 
faith was paramount in their 
lives when it was not in his 
own. It suggests a competent 
understanding of the way the 
mind of a man like that would 
work, and also a deep respect 
for it. His touch is apparent in 
all of his characters this way, 
from the despicable William 
Hamleigh to the devious 
bishop, Waleran Bigod. 

The novel also succeeds 
in its pacing. As stated, the 
story is set throughout the 
decades of the twelfth century. 
This could have easily been 
something about the book I 
didn't like, but once put into 
the perspective of how long it 
actually took a cathedral to be 
constructed during that time I 
came to appreciate that there 
truly was no other way to tell 

mf 

the story. As important as the 
characters in the story become 

mf 

to the church they're trying to 
build, the church is still the 
vessel that moves the story 
along. It allows the characters 
to grow into their roles in the 
story, rather than having them 
thrust into the thick. 

The Pillars of the Earth 
triumphantly brings an epic- 
scale story to the reader 
while still allowing them to 
experience a vivid and intimate 
view of what family life was 

mf 

like in small market villages 
in England during this period 
of time. While this novel has 
been published since 1989, 
I hope that only means that 
there are quite a few of you 
reading that have experienced 
it already the way I had, and 
that the rest of you will want 
to see what all the fuss is about. 


‘Legion’ not legendary 


Regina Emery 

Asst. Life Editor 

Apparently I reside under 
a rock because up until my 
friend bought me my movie 
ticket, I had never even 
heard mention of the highly- 
anticipated Scott Steward 
film Legion. Released Friday, 
the film promised audiences 
an experience of (literally) 
epic proportions. And that is 
where the film first fails. 

The tagline for the movie 
reads “When the last angel 
falls, the fight for mankind 
begins”. Now I am a relatively 
intelligent person, capable of 
following complex storylines. 
Yet I cannot figure out what 
that caption means. Michael 
(Paul Bettany) is obviously the 
angel in reference, as you learn 
in the beginning of the film. 
But by no means is lie the last 

mf 

angel. As the movies trailer 
shows us—the central battle 
of the film is against an entire 
angel army. Call me a stickler 
for technicalities. 

You may remember Bettany 
from A Knights Tale (he was 
the one who made that movie 
bearable). Also in the movie 
is Lucas Black (Jeep Henson) 
from Friday Night Lights. 
And while I happen to love 
Black, his role in this film was 
annoying to say the least. 

But no acting is worse 
than that of Dennis Quaid, 
who plays the owner of the 
desert diner where the film 
takes place. Especially bad 
is he in the scene when they 
meet Michael, where it looks 


as though lie’s been taking 
acting lessons from the ever- 
whimpering Kristen Stewart. 

The name “Paradise Falls” 
is a sign that the film had 
intended to be a theological 
masterpiece. It wasn't. In fact, 
I don't know how to label this 
movie. The cussing Grandma 
made it funny, as did the fact 
that a woman gives birth aue 
naturel in ten minutes and is 
walking around five minutes 
later. 

Action-wise however, the 
film was pretty entertaining. 
And while there was gore, it 
was on the level of say. The 
Night of the Living Dead— 
obviously (and to the point of 
humorous) fake. Nevertheless, 
Kyle (Tyrese Gibson, ever the 
stoic badass) and Michael 
provide some worthwhile 
action. In fact, in a fight scene 
between the angel Gabriel and 
Michael we see an amazingly 
creative element of design— 
Gabriel’s wings. Now as a girl, 
I normally do not even notice 

mf 

weaponry. But these bad boys 
were pretty dang cool, serving 
as a shield and a weapon. If 
any scene is worth watching, 
it’s that one. 

Speaking of scenes, another 
of the film’s downsides were its 
numerous climaxes. Honestly, 

mf * 

a film can only have so many. 

mf J 

I must have gathered my purse 
up, anticipating the credits, 
at least four different times. 
But I must be fair—I was 
entertained. Annoyed, but 

mf A 

entertained. 

Rent, sure. Buy, no. 
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Cavemen shouldn’t be able 
to fly thousand year-old jets 
They managed to leave out 
every single good thing 
about this book, leaving 
only the dregs. Insert John 
Travolta joke here. 

- Rex Stoker 


r Yes, it's true that all good 

things must come to an end, 
and we were probably all 
spoiled to death with the first 
movies. Sam Raimi gave us a brilliant 
Green Goblin in Willem Dafoe and 
then a wonderfully conflicted Doc , 
Octopus played by Alfred Molina, A 
just to turn around and slap us in m 
the face with Topher Grace as I 
Venom? Couple that with the ^ 
Peter Parker's emo haircut, and it's 
no wonder Fox is rebooting the 
l franchise. 

^ - Trevor Smith 


Bennifer. 

Need we say more? 


Joshua Lemons 


Bln the same field as the 1997 masterpiece L.A. 
Confidential, Dahlia was a complete disappointment 
Brian De Palma fetish-ized the act of smoking to the 
point of parody (somewhere around 85+ plus 
smokes on screen). With such an interesting 
plot, this one tanked. 

- Rex Stoker 


Josh Lemons 


Got rid of all the original characters and 
replaced them with Jackie Gleason. 
This one really is a turd in the water. 

- Josh Lemons 


The worst film of the prequel 
trilogy, Clones set the standard 
in contemporary bad acting and visual effects that 
beat you over the head. The series would be 
somewhat resuscitated with the third installment, 
but hardcore Star Wars fans still have the image 
of Yoda jumping around like a lame video game. 
i Wait? He did that in Sith, too? Jeez.. i 


Ksssr mm 

gst, complete with the mom 
at just doesn’t understand and 
es that are broken. Pass. 


Spencer Taylor 


Rex Stoker 


The restrictions of taste and decency 
keep us from describing the plot in 
detail. Let’s just say she’s got 
teeth...where..teeth shouldn’t be. 


■* What killed the dinosaurs? 

The Ice Age! While it is generally understood that 
Joel Schumacher’s approach to the Batman franchise 
mirrored the days of Cesar Romero and Adam West, 
he learned the hard way that this just wasn’t the 
Batman fans wanted (on top of a 3.5 rating on IMDB). 

It would be almost ten years later before 
f Christopher Nolan would reboot the 

franchise... and it’s now facing another 
P , % downfall with his possible exit, J 


Rex Stoker 


Spencer Taylor 


Anything called Twilight 
Eyes Wide Shut 
2 Days in the Valley 
The Hills Have Eyes 
(remake) 

The Descent 
Anytime the Rock is in 
a Disney movie 
Godfather III 
Judge Dredd 
Speed 2 


Pacer Graphics/Jennifer DeYeso 
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pacer_ sports@iit.utm. edit 



josh Weiss 

Sports Editor 

The UTM mens and 
womens basketball teams both 
competed Monday* Jan. 25* 
ag ai n st SIU -E dwar ds ville. 

The first found an oasis in 
the middle of the desert* the 
second* merely a mirage. 

Coming into the game on a 
seven-game losing streak and 


The Skyhaw r ks shot 44 

mf 

percent (25-for-57) for the 
game* including 6-12 from 
three* well above their season 
average of 37 percent. 

Senior Benzor Simmons also 
chipped in 11 points for UTM* 
as all Sky hawks who entered 

mf 

the game scored. 

“We played very well 
tonight. We moved the ball 
we 11 offensively* and we shared 


“We played very well tonight. We 
moved the ball well offensively, and we 
shared the ball.” 

-UTM Mei’s Basketball 
Head Ciack Jam Janes 


having lost 14 of its last 15 
contests* the Skyhawks w r cre 
desperately seeking a victory* 
and* on Monday night* UTM 
finally found one in the form 

mf 

of a 68-52 win over SIU- 
Edwards ville. 

Union City native Marquis 
Weddle led all scorers with 25 
points* 17 of which came in 
the second half* making eight 
of his 14 field goal attempts* 
including 5-of-7 from beyond 
the arc. 

"‘Marquis took 14 shots* 
and all of his shots were good 
shots*” said UTM head coach 
Jason James. 

"Tie passed up some clean 
looks for some great shots* 
and I thought this was his 
best game this year as far as 
percentages go. lie was pretty 
efficient and it was good to see 
him make a couple to get him 
going.” 


the ball*” sai JJ ames. 

“I thought the key was 
our defense. We gave up 
26 points each half* and we 
out-rebounded them by 19. 

J 

Anytime you can do that* 
you’re going to win a lot of 
games.” 

The win moves UTM to 
3-16 overall but still doesn't 
answer the question of 
wire the r the Skyhawks can win 

mf 

in conference play or on the 
road as UTM is 0-9 and 0-11 
respectively. 

For now* though* the men 
will remain at home as they 
continue their five-game 
homestand Saturday against 
arch-rival Murray State 
11 niversity. 

The Racers* the conferences 
No. 1-ranked squad* will be 
coming into the game riding a 
10-game win streak and will be 
looking to make a statement to 




Junior guard Marquise Weddle (left) rises up to take a jumper and junior forward Darnisha Lyles (right) drops a bounce pass into the 
post in recent outings against 0VG opponents. Weddle lit up SlU-Edwardsville for 25 points in the Skyhawks' Monday night 68-52 win. 
Lyles led the way for the women with a double-double, posting 10 points and snagging 12 boards in Monday night's 49-46 loss at SlU- 
Edwardsville. [Photo Credit/University Relations) 


the entire country as Saturday's 

mf mf 

game will be broadcast on 

ESPNU 

Tip off at Sky hawk Arena in 
the Kathleen and Tom Elam 
Center is scheduled for 1 p.m. 

The women, however* did 
not fare as well. 


The Skyhawks saw its 
second-half lead disappear as 
thev went scoreless over the 

mf 

final 5:33 and eventually fell to 
the Cougars of SIU-E* 49-46. 

Four Skyhawks posted 10 
apiece* including Darnisha 
Lyles* who led the way on the 

mf * mf 


glass Monday night as well 
with 12 rebounds.. 

The loss bumps the women 
to 4-15 overall this season. 

However* while its record is 
less than spectacular* UTM’s 
four wins are already double 

mf 

the number of wins that last 


season's squad earned as it 
finished the year 2-27, 

The women will return home 
this weekend to face the Racers 
of Murray State. 

Tip oft for that game is 
scheduled for 4 p.m. 



Athletic Com mimic at ions 

Ron Spencer is from the Jer¬ 
sey Shore, but you won't hear 
this University of Tennessee at 

mf 

Martin freshman using any one 
liners from the MTV show. In 
fact this 6-9* 215-pound frosh 
phenom from Sicklcrville* NJ 
is focused on Ills game. 

This past Saturday night in 
Charleston* Ill.* against host 
Eastern Illinois* Spencer faced 
one of the strongest and big¬ 
gest players in the Ohio Valley 
Conference in 6-8* 250-pound 



Ousmane Cisse. 

Spencer did his best against 
Cisse* one of several “gukios” 
on the EIU roster. I Ie held 
the Panthers big man to five 
points. "‘They (my teammates 
and coaches) warned me be¬ 
fore hand about him*” Spencer 
said. "‘It took me a couple of 
minutes to figure out just how 
strong he was. 

Ile’s definitely strong.” 

And then* this South Jersey 
transplant in Dixie* delivered 
Ids first and only one liner of 

mf 

the basketball season* “He may 

* mf 


be strong* but I am tough and I 
have a strong heart.” 

Spencer finished the game 
with a team-high 10 points 
and five rebounds and a career- 
high four blocked shots. 

“Ronald is starting to grow 
up. We are seeing Lds game de¬ 
velop right front of our eyes*” 
said Jason James* the Skyhawk 
head coach. 

“I Iis activity is what im- 

mf 

presses me the most and what 
w r e need the most. Because he 
is so active* he’s able to get a re¬ 
bound* block a shot and ignite 


our break.” 

Spencer missed the first 11 
games of the season because of 
a leg injury* but has seen play¬ 
ing time in the last seven ovc 
games. He scored a career- 
high 16 points and had eight 
rebounds at Tennessee State. 

“I am a team player first*” 
Spencer said. “I dont care 
about how many points I have 
or how many rebounds I have. 
I just want to win.” 

Winning has been elusive 
for the Skyhawks this season, 
but Spencer thinks of it as a 


bumpy road. “We need to keep 
our heads up*” he said. “We arc 
going to see the promise land.” 

As the Skyhawks prep for 
the second half of the season* 
Spencer and his teammates 
will have to pick up the offen¬ 
sive punch. 

This Jersey Shore boy is 
nothing like Ronnie or Pauly 
D and the cast of characters 
from the MTV show. 

“Ihats not me. I hang out 
with a lot of friends like that* 
but that's not me*” Spencer 
said. “I try to do the best I can.” 


Peyton Manning: Greatest ever or all hype; you decide 


Trevor Smith 

Asst. Sports Editor 

Let this be known here and now; I hate the 
Indianapolis Colts. 

It’s simply the principle of the matter. You 
see* Tm a Titans fan. I want the Titans to win 
the division* the conference championship* and 
the Super Bowl every year. The Colts stand in 
the way of that* and* as a result* I dont like them. 

So, naturally* Peyton Manning is a blight 
on my life. Pie is a destroyer of my hopes and 
dreams... a proverbial sore spot. I see him win¬ 
ning* winning, and winning. I know every time 
he does that* my Titans are another game back. 

But as much as I hate him for what he’s done 
to me and my favorite football team* I cannot 
deny that Peyton Manning is the greatest quar¬ 
terback to ever play the game of football. 

With the Colts victory over the New York Jets 
in Sunday’s AFC title game, Peyton Manning 
now stands on the precipice of a second Super 
Bowl championship. Its rare to win a single 
championship in the NFL* and to even have the 
opportunity to win it twice is incredible. That 
alone pushes Manning into the realm of the 
elite quarterback. 

Let’s check Manning’s resume. For his career* 
he’s 4232/6531 with a 64.8 completion percent¬ 
age* he’s thrown for 50128 yards and has a 7.7 
average for completions* and he’s thrown 366 
touchdowns as opposed to 181 interceptions. 


His lifetime quarterback rating? It s 95.2. Folks* 
those are some staggering statistics. Consider 
also that lie’s won a Super Bowl* been league 
MVP four times* and been named to the Pro 
Bowl nine times. Oh* and since he was drafted 
number one overall out of Tennessee In 1998* 
lie’s started 192 games. That’s every single game 
of his career. 

They call him the ultimate coach on the field* 
and all you have to do to see that it’s true is to 


watch the Colts offense go to work- After they 
initially line up*you’ll see him make a quick scan 
of the opposing defense before walking up and 
down the line barking audibles* changing as¬ 
signments* and putting people into correct posi¬ 
tion. No team asks their quarterback to do more 
than the Indianapolis Colts* and Peyton Man¬ 
ning consistently rises to the challenge. 

Of course* there is debate for other quarter¬ 
backs in the discussion of who’s the greatest. 
Players like Joe Montana* Johnny Unitas* and 
even still active players like Tom Brady and 


Brett Favre. All men of great poise and skill who 
deserve to be in the running* sure* but I believe 
Manning trumps them all. 

Former Baltimore Colts’ quarterback Johnny 
Unitas was hailed as a field general who showed 
the NFL that a smart quarterback could lead 
a passing attack and win in a time when the 
league w r as about running the football and play¬ 
ing defense. Peyton Manning plays in today’s 
NFL* and that’s a league that is all about throw¬ 


ing the football. Week in and week out* defenses 
throw everything they have at him* and he still 
beats them. 

Joe Montana was a proven winner with four 
Super Bowl rings and made the West Coast 
offense a staple in the NET* but he lacked the 
physical tools that Manning has. The Colts 
require Manning to beat defenses deep; some¬ 
thing Montana never did well. 

Tom Brady has won three Super Bowls to 
Manning’s one* but he will forever share his 
glory with his coach* Bill Belichick. After Tony 


Dungy’s retirement, people questioned whether 
or not the Colts could return to the Super Bowl. 
Manning got them there. Brady’s a great player, 
but lie’s not nearly as important to Ids team as 
Manning. Just ask Matt Cassel. 

Current Minnesota Vikings quarterback Brett 
Favre is the only active player to have started 
more consecutive games than Peyton Manning* 
and that’s something to be noted. He’s won 
a Super Bowl just as Manning has and taken 
plenty of his teams deep into the playoffs* but 
his gunslinger mentality will cost him when it 
comes to this discussion. Favre has thrown 317 
interceptions throughout his career, making him 
the all-time leader in NET history. Manning’s 
touchdown/interception ratio is 2:1. Turnovers 
can ruin a season. Peyton Manning knows that 
and takes care of the ball. 

Put the statistics aside for a minute and just 
take into account how Peyton Manning con¬ 
ducts himself. The NET is a league filled with 
egos and players who have premadonna at¬ 
titudes. He’s not one of them. He is a humble 
man* an ideal teammate* and the consummate 
professional. I don’t mean to belittle the Colts 
organization or the rest of it’s football team. 
Ceiling to floor* they are the model by which 
the rest of the league should follow. But If you 
were to name the most important player in the 
NET to his team*it’s Peyton Manning. 

Because lie’s simply the greatest of all time. 


I cannot deny that Peyton Manning is the greatest quarterback 
to ever play the game of football.” 

-Issistast Spirts Ediir 
Trsvir Smith 





















